


under the direction of the US. National Center for
Educational Statistics, a national longitudinal survey was
initiated in 2004 to track information on postsecondary
outcome measures. One of these measures is the transfer
rate from two-year programs at U.S. community colleges.
The latest results were released in 2008, and show that of
the students who began a community college program in
2004, 18 per cent had transferred to another postsecondary
institution within three years. An additional 16 per cent
had completed their credential within this time frame; any
further education of this latter group was not assessed.

Source: U.S. Dept. of Education, National Center for Educational Statistics, 2003-04 beginning
postsecondary students longitudinal study, first follow-up (2008)

In California, data on community college students are
published regularly by the California Postsecondary
Education Commission. California community colleges
enrol almost one-quarter of all community college students
in the U.S. Community college transfer students account
for approximately two-thirds of degree graduates from
California State University and one-third of degree
graduates from the University of California. The most
recent data on transfer rates show significant differences
depending on the method of calculation. For example, 24
per cent of community college students categorized as
“degree-seeking” succeeded in transferring (18 per cent) or
graduating from community college (six per cent) within
six years of beginning the program. Similarly, 26 per cent
of students who were “transfer-focused” in their first-year
(i.e., a majority of first-year courses were transfer eligible)
eventually transferred to a four-year institution. Six-year
transfer rates are much higher if stricter definitions of
transfer students are used. For example, the transfer rate
is as high as 69 per cent if transfer students are defined
as those students under age 20 who are “transfer-ready”
(i.e., those who have completed enough courses to be
eligible to transfer).

Source: California Postsecondary Education Commission (2006); Shulock & Moore (2007);
Sengupta & Jepsen (2006); Horn & Lew (2007)

In the last several years, a six-state consortium of commun-
ity colleges has been established to improve measures
of student outcomes. This group includes information on
those who transfer from a community college either with
or without attaining a college credential. In 2008, the most
recent six-year transfer rates for each of these states were
made available; the transfer rates for those who graduated
from college are presented in Table 13. Of those students
who completed an associate’s degree (typically two years in
duration), 22 to 69 per cent went on to attend a four-year

institution, depending on the state.

Table 13

Transfer rates: Community colleges to four-year institutions
(full- and part-time community college students)

% of graduates who subsequently
transfer to a four-year institution

Certificates Associate degrees

Connecticut 13 43
Florida 10 69
North Carolina 5 34
Ohio 7 22
Texas 6 50
Virginia 11 52

Source: Jobs for the Future/Achieving the Dream Policy Brief (2008)
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6.0 Conclusion

The data presented in this report clearly support a high level
of interest in the pursuit of multiple PSE pathways within
Ontario. Independent data sources from the college and
university sectors indicate that significant numbers of
Ontario students have experience with both college
and university. These data complement recent publica-
tions from Statistics Canada which have emphasized the
increasingly common nature of postsecondary student
mobility. Table 14 summarizes the major points presented
in this report.

Table 14

Summary table

Student interest

Almost one-quarter of college applicants have
identified preparation for university as a major
reason for enrolling in college.

Student demand The number of college students/graduates
seeking access to Ontario university programs

has more than doubled in the last eight years.

Institutional
responses

While university applicants with college
education represented almost 12 per cent of
all Canadian applicants to universities, only
six per cent actually enrolled.

IEETTECTEEHEIR  [n Ontario, nine per cent of college graduates
comparisons pursue a university education and only seven
per cent of college graduates pursue a degree at
an Ontario university. Many other jurisdictions
in Canada and the U.S. have higher transfer rates.
In British Columbia, for example, 19 per cent of
former students of the colleges and institutes
pursue a university education.

As shown in the preceding sections, and summarized in the
table above, convergent evidence from applicant, student
and graduate sources highlight the importance of strong
PSE pathways within Ontario. Historical data from both
application centres display positive trends in the numbers
of college and university applicants with previous PSE
experience, and Ontario applicant and student surveys
indicate that many individuals have clear intentions to
pursue multiple credentials. The most recent Ontario
graduate surveys also show that significant percentages of
college and university graduates move between the sectors
within six months of graduation.
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Relative to several other Canadian provinces and U.S. states,
however, Ontario’s transfer rate is low. The evidence of
student intentions, increasing graduate demand and the
transfer rates in other jurisdictions all support the need for
new directions in this critical area.



Appendices

Appendix 1

Numbers of Ontario university applicants and registrants by year

96-97 97-98 98-99 99-00 m 01-02 02-03 mmm 06-07 07-08
Applicants with previ

7,059 6,875 6,282 6,508 6,692 7,910 8,668 10,693 14,490 15,624 15,950 16,154
CAAT attenda

=
toor:flggp' 2nis 81,966 79,898 78366 80,404 82,049 94712 104809 139,051 119969 119,430 119,753 128319

total appl
Canada

93,283 90,118 88,681 91,534 93,475 107,040 116,673 150,760 133,049 132,041 132,015 141,473

Registrants with previous

CA 2,542 2,408 2,229 2,109 2,046 2,513 2,782 2,746 4,263 4,479 4,194 5110

total applicants -

Ontario 48,347 47,447 47,856 49,048 48,129 58,919 66,003 85,142 73,051 74,092 71,335 79,197

total applicants -
Canada

51,473 50,378 51,332 52,612 51,800 63,149 70,127 88,733 77,591 78,617 75,541 83,266

Source: OUAC

Appendix 2a

Number of 2006-07 surveyed graduates in further education* by institution

Returned to Returned to a Other college Ontario Non-Ontario Other educational Total in further
own college different CAAT (non-CAAT) university university institution education**
455 38 20 21 49 771

ALGO 184

BORE 87 5 1 13 3 5 115
CAMB 426 34 10 75 3 12 561
CANA 86 28 12 91 4 22 243
CENT 203 27 13 233 5 32 517
CONF 142 10 5 50 2 1 220
CONS 188 21 16 81 7 14 327
DURH 165 32 14 82 14 21 330
FANS 644 88 41 186 24 43 1027
GEOR 198 50 13 100 19 37 419
GRBR 498 81 26 247 9 42 908
HUMB 418 54 25 356 25 68 954
LACI 92 10 19 86 41 19 267
LAMB 98 30 12 35 1 1" 187
LOYT 211 25 13 30 2 14 295
MOHA 244 23 18 170 15 35 507
NIAG 193 42 24 119 13 23 417
NORT 71 17 6 12 0 5 111
SAUL 85 15 13 7 15 32 167
SENE 334 65 30 428 22 47 930
SHER 414 116 51 296 20 50 955
SLAW 151 38 15 54 16 25 299
SSFL 193 38 18 106 8 29 392

STCL 394 18 23 104 8 25 574

*Six months after graduation. Survey response rate = 75 per cent.
**Note: Totals include 47 graduates who indicated they were in further education, but did not provide the new institution. Collaborative nursing graduates are not included in any further
education data. Graduates pursuing collaborative degrees are grouped with the college or university with which they registered.
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Appendix 2b

Number of 2006-07 surveyed graduates in further education* by institution

Returned to Returned to a Other college Ontario Non-Ontario Other educational Total in further
own college different CAAT (non-CAAT) university university institution education
1.2 0.6 5.7 0.6 1.5

ALGO 14.1 238
BORE 21.1 1.2 0.2 32 0.7 1.2 279
CAMB 328 26 0.8 58 0.2 0.9 43.2
CANA 10.7 33 13 1.3 0.5 27 30.3
CENT 9.3 1.2 0.6 10.7 0.2 15 236
CONF 18.0 13 0.6 6.3 0.3 14 27.8
CONS 12.2 14 1.0 5.2 0.5 0.9 21.2
DURH 10.9 21 0.9 54 0.9 14 218
FANS 18.9 2.6 1.2 55 0.7 13 30.2
GEOR 12.2 3.1 0.8 6.1 1.2 23 25.7
GRBR 13.7 2.2 0.7 6.8 0.2 1.2 25.0
HUMB 10.6 14 0.6 9.0 0.6 1.7 241
LACI 10.0 1.1 2.1 9.3 4.5 2.1 29.0
LAMB 15.6 4.8 19 5.6 0.2 18 29.8
LOYT 24.5 29 15 35 0.2 1.6 343
MOHA 11.0 1.0 0.8 7.7 0.7 1.6 22.8
NIAG 11.9 2.6 15 74 0.8 14 25.8
NORT 18.7 4.5 1.6 3.2 0.0 3 29.3
SAUL 16.4 29 2.5 14 29 6.2 322
SENE 8.7 17 0.8 11.2 0.6 2 243
SHER 124 35 15 8.8 0.6 15 285
SLAW 12.2 3.1 12 44 13 2.0 24.2
SSFL 125 2.5 1.2 6.9 0.5 19 255

STCL 24.7 1.1 1.4 6.5 0.5 1.6 359

*Six months after graduation. Per cent totals for each college include all graduates who responded to Q01 (Q01=1 or Q01=2 or Q01=3).
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Appendix 3a

Number of surveyed graduates attending university full time*

- 2

g g

s < § é g ] § é Z

AR AR RE: 8| 5|8 £ f < |z

& | S| 38| =8| 5|2 e | & | 2 S S 8| 3
ALGO 0 82 0 4 1 2 62 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 3 1 0 15 174
BORE 0 0 0 0 12 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 16
CAMB 0 1 0 5 54 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 67
CANA 3 4 0 3 8 1 1 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 1 61 0 0 4 89
CENT 2 0 7 5 1 0 0 0 89 13 2 1 4 0 3 64 0 2 5 4 202
CONF 0 0 0 46 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 48
CONS 4 0 2 0 0 6 1 0 2 0 0 23 0 8 22 1 1 0 0 7 77
DURH 2 1 0 2 0 0 1 0 8 4 11 0 2 0 1 5 0 27 4 11 79
FANS 11 4 4 6 3 4 3 0 5 0 0 3 114 0 7 4 1 0 0 19 188
g GEOR 0 0 2 6 29 5 1 0 6 1 0 0 3 1 3 22 7 1 2 17 106
% GRBR 3 1 4 3 4 5 0 0 77 20 2 1 1 1 2 69 0 2 9 8 212
% HUMB 7 3 27 13 2 7 5 0 48 12 3 4 6 1 4 137 1 3 2 19 304
g LACI 0 2 0 0 0 0 76 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 32 110
é’ LAMB 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 13 0 16 0 0 0 0 1 36
:c; LOYT 1 3 0 2 2 0 2 0 0 0 9 0 1 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 23
MOHA 21 3 5 6 3 52 1 0 7 4 0 4 3 25 0 7 0 1 0 10 152
NIAG 55 3 6 5 1 6 0 0 8 0 0 0 2 3 2 3 1 4 0 9 108
NORT 0 0 0 3 6 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11
SAUL 1 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 14 20
SENE 1 6 7 5 1 0 4 1 73 14 4 2 5 0 6 223 0 4 4 13 373
SHER 13 2 21 4 2 21 4 1 42 22 2 6 4 3 9 85 1 1 8 15 266
SLAW 1 15 1 1 2 0 7 10 1 0 3 09 1 0 1 2 0 1 1 11 58
SSFL 4 3 0 4 0 2 1 1 2 2 60 5 2 2 1 3 2 2 0 7 103

STCL 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 78 0 0 0 0 5 87
o0 | 134 |0 | rae 135 s |17 |5 |37 |52 |35 |52 s | 40 L1so | 0 | 7o | sn | 35 | 2 |0

*Six months after graduation. Graduates pursuing collaborative degrees, who registered through the college partner, are not represented in this table. Survey response rate = 75 per cent.
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Number of surveyed graduates attending university part time*
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77
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*Six months after graduation. Graduates pursuing collaborative degrees, who registered through the college partner, are not represented in this table. Survey response rate

STCL

TOTAL

75 per cent.
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